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APPENDIX 

86. (Currently Amended) A method of processing a video signal to selectively permit copying 
thereof, said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion 
containing useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non- 
picture portion in which is disposed vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of at 
least two sets of data bits, a first of said sets being a plural-bit mode number and as so ci a te d -, ! 
second of said sets being plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of 
said first set of data bits selectively classifies said asso ciat ed plural -b i t data or data flogs tis data 
ev4fe^-^lv4ha^ 

^:°_i!dseLs>f information as^feftelieFt--ef 

the classifi cat io n by d epending upon the content of said plural-bit mode number, said method 
comprising the steps of generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable 
picture is subject to copyright; generating copy generation data indicative of the number of 
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successive generations of copies that can be made from the processed video signal; said plural- 
bit mode number, said copyright information data and said copy generation data being 



data bits as the copyright information data and the copy generation data when said plural-bit 
mode number classifies said--as«K;i»te4'^ 

bits as copy protectio n information, thereby to produce said processed video signal, whereby said 



!^!£Mlo.y^ , i n f X > nil at i o n . 

87-90. (Canceled) 

91 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 86 wherein said copy generation s^wMiVtajs a 
plural bit signal. 

92. (Currently Amended) A video signal record medium having recorded thereon a video signal 
comprised of line intervals and having an effective picture portion containing useful picture 
information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is 
disposed vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised o f at least two sets of data bits, a 
first of said sots being a plural-bit mode number and o sBo e ittt e d- a second of said sets being 
plural-bit data or data flags, wherein said plural-bit mode numbe r of said first set of data bits 
selectively classifies said a«*Hrkrte4^ 

tkilli>Ml« .cor^^ that when said plural-bit 

mode number classifies said oBoociotod pl u r al bit da ta or data flags an flagn , p r ed eter mi ne d bits 




5^i>rid,.seli3f ^ number 
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C ) |-..t he - Q8soei '8t e < l plxtr ol -bi l dat a flows- second set of data bits as copy protection information said 
second set of data bits r epresent copyright information and copy generation information, and 



bits represent other information; said copy protection information including copyright 
information data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to copyright[[;lJ and copy 
generation information indicative of the number of successive generations of copies that can be 
made from the recorded video signal , «t t id co pyr ig h t i nform a tio n a nd c opy genoretwm 
™fo+"ffl*rM and said plural-bit mode 

number, said copyright information data and said copy generation information being superposed 
in VBID data in the same line interval. 

93-96. (Canceled) 

97. (Currently Amended) The record medium of claim 92 wherein said copy generation s+gftd 
information is a plural bit signal. 

98. (Currently Amended) A method of recording a video signal that may be selectively copied, 
said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion containing 
useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion 
in which is disposed vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of at least two set s o f 
data hits, a first of said sets being a plural-bit mode number and associa ted a second of said sets 
Ml?g..piural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data 
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bits selectively classifies said as s oc iat ed p i ami bi t d at a or d ata flags ub data or f l ag s suoh t hat 



depen ding upon the content of said plural-bit mode number, said method comprising the steps of 
generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to 
copyright; generating copy generation data indicative of the number of successive generations of 
copies that can be made from the video signal; said plural-bit mode number, said copyright 
information data and said copy generation data being superposed in VBID data in the same line 

interval; setting said p r e deter m ine d second set of data b its as the copyright information data and 

the copy generation data when said plural-bit mode number classifies said nsoo e io te d plural b i t 

d-ata-wF^afivfe^^ thereby to 

produce a processed video signal jyhCTeby^^^ 

iylllEHLMioii.w^^ bits as 

copy protection information: and recording said processed video signal on a record medium. 

99-102. (Canceled) 

103. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98 wherein said copy generation sigm klata i s a 
plural bit signal. 

104. (Currently Amended) A method of selectively recording a video signal containing line 
intervals and having an effective picture portion containing useful picture information from 
which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is disposed vertical 
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blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of at least two sets of d ata bits, a first of said sets 

beinga plural-bit mode number and assoeiated - a second of said sets being p lural-bit data or data 

flags, wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits selectively classifies said 

information or as different information such that when said plural-bit mode number classifies 
said asseektted^to^ 

represent copyright information indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to copyright 
and copy generation information indicative of the number of successive generations of copies 
that can be made from the video signal, and when said plural-bit mode number classifies said 

ditfeenLiai^ other information, said method 

comprising the steps of detecting said copyright information and said copy generation 
information; modifying the prodetor m t nod bite - c opy generation information to indicate a 
decremented number of successive generations of copies that can be made from the video signal 
if said copyright information indicates that the viewable picture is subject to copyright; recording 
the video signal having said plural-bit mode number, said copyright information and said 
modified copy generation information superposed in said VBID data in the same line interval; 
and selectively inhibiting the recording of the video signal when said copyright information 
indicates that said viewable picture is subject to copyright and the detected copy generation 
information indicates that no successive generations of copies may be made from the video 
signal. 
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1 05. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 104 wherein said step of modifying the 
predetermined ' bit s- c opy generation information comprises generating new copy generation 



indicated by the detected copy generation information, and superposing said new copy 
generation information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

106. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 105 further comprising the steps of 
regenerating the detected copyright information, and superposing said regenerated copyright 
information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

107-110. (Canceled) 

111. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 04 wherein said copy generation s+g«al 
information i s a plural bit signal. 

112. (Currently Amended) A method of reproducing a video signal containing line intervals and 
having an effective picture portion and a non-picture portion and co ntaining at least two sets of 

copy protection information representing whether a video picture derived from said video signal 
is subject to copyright and whether successive generations of copies can be made from said 
video signal, said method comprising the steps of playing back said video signal from a record 
medium; detecting said copy protection information in the played back video signal; generating 
copyright information data indicative of whether said video picture is subject to copyright; 




i the number of successive generations of copies which are 
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generating copy generation data indicative of the number of successive generations of copies that 
can be made from said played back video signal; setting both said copyright information data and 



bite which are associated with and classified by a- said p lural-bit mode numbe r of said first set of 
<kl§.Ms, said fhim^W~4afei'--#^ yaki 
plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits b eing included in the same line interval of 
vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data, and said pre determin e d h its b e i n g u r, od to repr e s e nt 
^to'^Jseeo^ as 
a tu n ct i <»n-<#'tb&-ete ssi ftootion ot'sa id plural - b i t data ffaas-by depending upon the content o f said 
plural-bit mode number; and disposing said VBID data in the non-picture portion of said played 
back video signal. 

113-116. (Canceled) 

117. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 12 wherein said copy generation-sknftl- da>u i s 
a plural bit signal. 

118. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 12 wherein said copy protection information 
comprises recorded copyright information data and recorded copy generation data, both included 
in VBID data in the non-picture portion of the video signal on said record medium, and both 
being detected to cause the detected copyright information data and copy generation data to be 
set a n » aid p r ede t er min e d i n said second set of data b its in the VBID data of said played back 
video signal. 
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119. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for processing a video signal to selectively permit copying 
thereof, said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion 
containing useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non- 
picture portion in which is disposed vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of at 
I^MJ^J^^ plural-bit mode number and asaeeitttetTa 

second of s aid sets bein g; plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of 
said first set of data bits selectively classifies said a ss oc iated plural -bi t data o r d a ta flo g s a s d ata 

,^cojQdjiet_of daUi.iiiis_..as w information iw-a4«-Hetiert-ef 

the ela a sifioa tio n by depending upon t he content of said plural-bit mode number, said apparatus 
comprising means for generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable 
picture is subject to copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of the 
number of successive generations of copies that can be made from the processed video signal; 
said plural-bit mode number, said copyright information data and said copy generation data 
being superposed in VBID data in the same line interval and means for setting said 
predetermi ne d second set of data b its as the copyright information data and the copy generation 
data when said plural-bit mode number classifies said assoc iated pl ur ol-bit data or da t a flag s as 
*k^jy^)nd_se^ thereby to produce said processed 

video signal.jvvhen^ 

J2J2IEli:i;!iLJIH 
information. 
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194 (C 

'• V^"' 1 ■< "livuiltu; 1"C aj/jjWuluo ui vldUil 117 WIluuil baiu Cup}' gfcriClttUOll Mgflitf UcUci 

is a plural bit signal. 

1 25. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for recording a video signal that may be selectively copied, 
said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion containing 
useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion 
in which is disposed vertical blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of at least two sets of 
<MiM.5n Ailrsyjf plural-bit mode number and a^««te4ii,^ 

kins. .plural -bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first s et of data 
^^selectively classifies said asseekrte^p-l^ 

pmteteffiHH^f^^ of dga bits 

^L^PXPI^t^ information at i a function of tlto c l a s s i fic ati on by 

depending upon the content of said plural-bit mode number, said apparatus comprising means for 
generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to 
copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of the number of successive 
generations of copies that can be made from the video signal; said plural-bit mode number, said 
copyright information data and said copy generation data being superposed in VBID data in the 
same line interval; means for setting said ^ redeter min cd - s ccond set of data b its as the copyright 
information data and the copy generation data when said plural-bit mode number classifies said 

mlbmiation, thereby to produce a processed video signal , whereby said second set o f data bits 
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«^12i2<LM.Mii^ and means for recording said processed 
vidso signal on a record medium. 



126-129. (Canceled) 



130. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 125 wherein said copy generation s4£m*MaJa 
is a plural bit signal. 



131. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for selectively recording a video signal containing line 
intervals and having an effective picture portion containing useful picture information from 
which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is disposed vertical 
blanking identifying (VBID) data comprised of mjcasn^ 

MiilS. a plural-bit mode number and assootat e d - a second of said sets being p lural-bit data or data 
flags, wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits s electively classifies said 

M1E>D' 1,1 tidi'iu til" i ,i u(> such that when said pluial-bit mode number classifies 
said it -i i i u kt | ! * < . In i' imii t i f s r i -t • t i 'i' h f ^^ : #H^^*s^■}e4a4e4"j^fce : ^ 

b it dato fl a g s second set of data bits as copy protection information said second set of data bits 
represent copyright information indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to copyright 
and copy generation information indicative of the number of successive generations of copies 
that can be made from the video signal, and when said plural-bit mode number classifies said 
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different in formation, said second set of data bite r epresent other information, said apparatus 



comprising means for detecting said copyright information and said copy generation 



information; means for modifying tl 




a decremented number of successive generations of copies that can be made from the video 
signal if said copyright information indicates that the viewable picture is subject to copyright; 
means for recording the video signal having said plural-bit mode number, said copyright 
information and said modified copy generation information superposed in said VBID d ata in the 
same line interval; and means for selectively inhibiting the recording of the video signal when 
said copyright information indicates that said viewable picture is subject to copyright and the 
detected copy generation information indicates that no successive generations of copies may be 
made from the video signal. 

132. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 131 wherein said means for modifying the 
pr ed etermined bits- copy generation information comprises means for generating new copy 
generation information indicative of one less than the number of successive generations of copies 
which are indicated by the detected copy generation information, and means for superposing said 
new copy generation information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

133. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 132 wherein said means for recording 
includes means for regenerating the detected copyright information, and means for superposing 
said regenerated copyright information in said VBID data of the video signal prior to the 
recording of said video signal. 
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134-137. (Canceled) 



138, (Currently Amended) The 




information is a plural bit signal. 

139. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for reproducing a video signal containing line intervals 
and having an effective picture portion and a non-picture portion and containing at least two sets 



containing copy protection information representing whether a video picture derived from said 
video signal is subject to copyright and whether successive generations of copies can be made 
from said video signal, said apparatus comprising means for playing back said video signal from 
a record medium; means for detecting said copy protection information in the played back video 
signal; means for generating copyright information data indicative of whether said video picture 
is subject to copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of the number of 
successive generations of copies that can be made from said played back video signal; means for 
setting both said copyright information data and said copy generation data as predetermined bits 
t#j:feKrf4H+^^ are associated with and classified by 

» sa]d plural-bit mode number of sakljirst ja^o£<bta Mts, said pk^l-4>i4-dtt^kgs 
E^ikM^ said p lural-bit mode number of smdtirst set 

o£ojtabits_being superposed in vertical blanking identifying (VB1D) data in the same line 
interval, and said prodeterroin ed bits be i ng u se t ito repr ese nt efe e r- s econ d set of data bits 
re presenting copy protection information or different i nfonnation oa a fimotion of'ih© 
efes*ffie»fcittB'^ plural-bit mode 
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number; and disposing said VBID data in the non-picture portion of said played back video 
signal. 

140-143. (Canceled) 

144. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 39 wherein said copy generation mimd -jdata 
is a plural bit signal. 

145. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 139 wherein said copy protection 
information comprises recorded copyright information data and recorded copy generation data, 
both included in the same line interval in VBID data in the non-picture portion of the video 
signal on said record medium, and said means for detecting is operable to detect both said 
copyright information data and copy generation data in the played back video signal; and said 
means for setting is operable to set as said predetermined bits the detected copyright information 
data and copy generation data in the VBID data of said played back video signal. 

1 46. (Currently Amended) A method of processing a video signal to selectively permit copying 
thereof, said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion 
containing useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non- 
picture portion in which is disposed vertical blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of at least 

t^l««tsj)£ sets..bdng„a plural-bit mode number and i^seefated^jecond 

of said sets bcmg,plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said fir st 
set of data bits selectively classifies said assor t e d p l u ral bit d ata or data flag s a s d ata o r fl ags 
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of data bits as copy protection information or as d ifferent information a s a f un ction- of the 
etogs#K;atien~t»y- dependmg upon the content oi said plural-bit mode number, said method 
comprising the steps of generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable 
picture is subject to copyright; generating copy generation data indicative of whether or not at 
least one successive generation of copies can be made from the processed video signal when the 
copyright information data indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright; and setting said 
predet er mi n ed second set of data bits as the copyright information data and the copy generation 
data when said plural-bit mode number classifies said-asso o i ato d plu ra l- b it data o r data fla gs as 
■flttg^j>ecj;yid ^1 o f said plural-bit mode number, said 
copyright information data and said copy generation data being superposed in VBID data in the 
same line interval, thereby to produce said processed video signal , whereby said second set of 

147. (Canceled) 

148. (Currently Amended) A video signal record medium having recorded thereon a video 
signal comprised of line intervals, including an effective picture portion containing useful picture 
information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is 
disposed vertical blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of at least two sets of data bits, a first 
ol said sets being a plural-bit mode number and as s o c ia ted- a second of said sets being plural-bit 
data or data flags, wherein said plural-bit mode number o f said first set of data bits selectively 
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classifiessaid a^^iated-^Hrai-^^ 

coi)}LE!:i>tecfi^ that when said plural-bit mode 

n umber classifies said assee«tfe4i#Bfi^ 

set of data bits represent copyright information and copy generation information, and when said 

plural-bit mode number classifies said a s sociat e d p l ural bi t d at a or d a ta flag s e t a d a ta, m i d 

pred etor mined-l ttT >t w. 1 . t <,> dJa \rt „ , u >u u nt information ., suid second set of d ata hits 

represent other information; said cop y protection information including c opyright information 
data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to copyrightJI;]] and copy generation 
information indicative of whether or not at least one successive generation of copies can be made 
from the recorded video signal when the copyright information data indicates the viewable 
picture is subject to copyright, said copyright information data and copy generation information 
being said pr ed e te r mine d bits s uperposed, along with said plural-bit mode number, in VBID data 
in the same line interval in said non-picture portion. 



149. (Canceled) 



150. (Currently Amended) A method of recording a video signal that may be selectively copied, 
said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion containing 
useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion 
in which is disposed vertical blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of at least two sets o f data 
feit^ILGj^L^ plural-bit mode number and as«f>eHrt^a^t^n£of_sai<i sets being 

plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of da ta bits 
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selectively classifies said ass oc iat e d p l ural bit (la ta o r da ta fl ags a s data or flags such that 



depending u pon the content of s aid plural-bit mode number, said method comprising the steps of 
generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to 
copyright; generating copy generation data indicative of whether or not at least one successive 
generation of copies can be made from the video signal when the copyright information data 
indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright; setting said p r e cietor mincd -sccond set o f 
databits as the copyright information data and the copy generation data when said plural-bit 

mode number classifies said oo oo ciatod plural bit data or data fl ats or. (l ap second set of data 

bits as copy protection information, said plural-bit mode number, said copyright information data 
and said copy generation data being superposed in VBID data in the same line interval, thereby 
to produce a processed video signal^ierd^^ 

MorQiatjoriwhen bits as 

copy protection information: and recording said processed video signal on a record medium. 

151. (Canceled) 

152. (Currently Amended) A method of selectively recording a video signal containing line 
intervals and having an effective picture portion containing useful picture information from 
which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is disposed vertical 
blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of at leant two sets of data bits; a first p£said sets being 
a plural-bit mode number and a s s oci ate d a second of said sets being plural-bit data or data flags, 




JLi. VI "vili iiiiVi iiiCllivJi i CiT3 TT'"X" 
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wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits selectively classifies said 

i nformation or as different inforrnalion such that when said plural-bit mode number classifies 

fMikktsseeiTtt^i^ 

bits .represent copyright information indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to 
copyright and copy generation information indicative of whether or not at least one successive 
generation of copies can be made from the video signal when the copyright information data 
indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright, and when said plural-bit mode number 
classifies said as soc iate d- plural bit da ta or da t a f la gs tie data , s o i d pr e d o t o r m in e d-b i t s - sgepnd set 

ilCiliffi.Mti^ seLojldjta_bjts_represent other information, said 

method comprising the steps of detecting said copyright information and said copy generation 
information; modifying the p r e dete r m in e d bitt * c opy generation information t o indicate a 
decremented number of successive generations of copies that can be made from the video signal 
if said copyright information indicates that the viewable picture is subject to copyright; recording 
the video signal having said plural-bit mode number, said copyright information and said 
modified copy generation information superposed in said VBID data in the same line interval; 
and selectively inhibiting the recording of the video signal when said copyright information 
indicates that said viewable picture is subject to copyright and the detected copy generation 
information indicates that no successive generations of copies may be made from the video 
signal. 
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1 53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 152 wherein said step of modifying the 
pralotemitn « ^^iti> copy generation information comprises generating new copy generation 



indicated by the detected copy generation information, and superposing said new copy 
generation information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

1 54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 153 further comprising the steps of 
regenerating the detected copyright information, and superposing said regenerated copyright 
information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

155. (Canceled) 

156. (Currently Amended) A method of reproducing a video signal containing line intervals and 
having an effective picture portion and a non-picture portion and containing at least two sets of 

dMi>.Mt!L.iiik§tJlL§iUd scisi>ejni^ set's containing 

copy protection information representing whether a video picture derived from said video signal 
is subject to copyright and whether at least one successive generation of copies can be made 
from said video signal when the copy protection information indicates the viewable picture is 
subject to copyright, said method comprising the steps of playing back said video signal from a 
record medium; detecting said copy protection information in the played back video signal; 
generating copyright information data indicative of whether said video picture is subject to 
copyright; generating copy generation data indicative of whether or not least one successive 
generation of copies can be made from said played back video signal when the copyright 



infoniiation indicative of one less than the number of suco 
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information data indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright; setting both said 

copyright information data and said copy generation data as predetermined bits of plwaMwt-data 

#ags-in said second net of data bits which are associated with and classified by a said plural-bit 

mode number of said. ftret.se1.o£.di|ta tos, said f>teaW«!HM^flags-w said 

s^Bi.sc:t..o£ dalaJirfs .and sa[d.plural-bit mode number o£sj£dJ]r^^ being 

included in vertical blanking interval (VBID) data in the same line interval, and said 

pfe4t^e«twRe44Hfe representing cony 

EMectfojLL^ as-i^ftt-i%Bto 

h it d ata Apr s by d epending upon the content said plural-bit mode number; and disposing said 
VBID data in the non-picture portion of said played back video signal. 



157. (Canceled) 



158. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 156 wherein said copy protection information 
comprises recorded copyright information data and recorded copy generation data, both included 
in VBID data in the non-picture portion of the video signal on said record medium, and both 
being detected to cause the detected copyright information data and copy generation data to be 
set as said predetermined bits in the VBID data of said played back video signal. 

1 59. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for processing a video signal to selectively permit copying 
thereof, said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion 
containing useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non- 
picture portion in which is disposed vertical blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of aMeyst 
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Iwo. sets. pt' data bits, a first of said ..sets being, a plural-bit mode number and assoeklecf-a second 
of said sets being plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first 



^CiiiLtiLb^ information a^-ftwettefrel^ke 



comprising means for generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable 
picture is subject to copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of whether 
or not at least one successive generation of copies can be made from the processed video signal 
when the copyright information data indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright, said 
plural-bit mode number, said copyright information data and said copy generation data being 
superposed in said VBID data in the same line interval; and means for setting said predet e rmin e d 
second set of data bits as the copyright information data and the copy generation data when said 
plural-bit mode number classifies said-*ts^e4a**>d^^ set 
ol data bits as copy protection information, thereby to produce said processed video signal 
^L^ebx^ 

160. (Canceled) 

161. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for recording a video signal that may be selectively copied, 
said video signal containing line intervals and having an effective picture portion containing 
useful picture information from which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion 



set of data bits selectively classifies said a s Hoe krt^c 




iuoh that p red ete rmi n e d b ite aPsakl ■ us s oe iated' pl it ra l -bit data-o r d a ta f lag s represent- second set 



o lassifiea ti on b y d e pendin g up on the eontent of said plural-bit mode number, said apparatus 
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in which is disposed vertical blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of at least two sets of data 

fails, a first of s a id sets being a plural -bit mode number and -a-sse^ated-jt second of said sets being 

plural-bit data or data flags wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits 

selectively classifies said associate d p l ural bit data or data fl a go os data or flog s suoh t h at 

as cop y protection information or as d ifferent information a s a f unction of th e classificati on- by 
depending upon the content of said plural-bit mode number, said apparatus comprising means for 
generating copyright information data indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to 
copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of whether or not at least one 
successive generation of copies can be made from the video signal when the copyright 
information data indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright; said plural-bit mode 
number, said copyright information data and said copy generation data being superposed in said 
VBID data in the same line interval; means for setting said pr ed ete rmined - s econd set of data b its 
as the copyright information data and the copy generation data when said plural-bit mode 
number classifies said~as^>»a4edi>f^ 

copy protection inforoation, thereby to produce a processed video signal whereby said second 

i^i!«Mtyj5aj(Ls^^ and means for recording said 

processed video signal on a record medium. 



162. (Canceled) 
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163. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for selectively recording a video signal containing line 

intervals and having an effective picture portion containing useful picture information from 

which a viewable picture is displayed and a non-picture portion in which is disposed vertical 

blanking interval (VBID) data comprised of MieasLimseJ^ 

a plural-bit mode number and ussoeiated a second of said sets being p lural-bit data or data flags 
wherein said plural-bit mode number of said first set of data bits selectively classifies said 

information or as different information such that when said plural-bit mode number classifies 
said uw i owot e d f4wrf-4i4-d«te^ 

twt~df^~#ags-^ kits 
represent copyright information indicative of whether the viewable picture is subject to copyright 
and copy generation information indicative of whether or not at least one successive generation 
of copies can be made from the video signal when the copyright information data indicates the 
viewable picture is subject to copyright, and when said plural-bit mode number classifies said 

different information, said second se t of data bits r epresent other information, said apparatus 
comprising means for detecting said copyright information and said copy generation 
information; means for modifying the pred e t e rm i ne d bit s - copy generation information t o indicate 
a decremented number of successive generations of copies that can be made from the video 
signal if said copyright information indicates that the viewable picture is subject to copyright; 
means for recording the video signal having said plural-bit mode number, said copyright 
information and said modified copy generation information superposed in said VBID data in the 
same line interval; and means for selectively inhibiting the recording of the video signal when 
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said copyright information indicates that said viewable picture is subject to copyright and the 

detected copy generation information indicates that no successive generations of copies may be 

made from the video signal. 

1 64. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 163 wherein said means for modifying the 
pr(x ) eteFm » neti-btls- co pv generation i n form atton comprises means for generating new copy 
generation information indicative of one less than the number of successive generations of copies 
which are indicated by the detected copy generation information, and means for superposing said 
new copy generation information in said VBID data of the video signal. 

165. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 164 wherein said means for recording 
includes means for regenerating the detected copyright information, and means for superposing 
said regenerated copyright information in said VBID data of the video signal prior to the 
recording of said video signal. 

166. (Canceled) 

167. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for reproducing a video signal containing line intervals and 
having an effective picture portion and a non-picture portion and containing at leasts . , r .» 
ii^MMi^Liksi o£^^ containing 
copy protection information representing whether a video picture derived from said video signal 
is subject to copyright and whether at least one successive generation of copies can be made 
from said video signal, said apparatus comprising means for playing back said video signal from 
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a record medium; means for detecting said copy protection information in the played back video 

signal; means for generating copyright information data indicative of whether said video picture 

is subject to copyright; means for generating copy generation data indicative of whether or not at 

least one successive generation of copies can be made from said played back video signal when 

the copyright information data indicates the viewable picture is subject to copyright; means for 

setting both said copyright information data and said copy generation data as predetermined bits 

of plural- bi t- da t a fl a vi n said second set of data bits w hich are associated with and classified by 

a_said plural-bit mode number (^sajdj^ said p^^ral^it^ate-fliffis 

EO^te™^ plural-bit mode number of said firs t se t 

of data bits b eing superposed in vertical blanking interval (VBID) data in the same line interval, 

and said 1^*©^™+^ 

.it. 

pl ur ai -b it d ata-flags-b ' V- de pcnding upon the content o f said plural-bit mode number; and means 
for disposing said VBID data in the non-picture portion of said played back video signal. 



168. (Canceled) 



169. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 167 wherein said copy protection 
information comprises recorded copyright information data and recorded copy generation data, 
both included in VBID data in the non-picture portion of the video signal on said record medium, 
and said means for detecting is operable to detect both said copyright information data and copy 
generation data in the played back video signal; and said means for setting is operable to set as 
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said predetermined bits the detected copyright information data and copy generation data in the 
VBID data of said played back video signal. 



170. (Canceled) 
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